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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed to help students
cultivate creative abstract design thinking
and translate it into three-dimensional
compositions of space and form through a
formal architectural layout system. 

The goals of the course are to articulate its
overall objectives and purposes, teaching
students creative conceptual ideation,
abstract volumetric thinking, and the
integration of three-dimensional design
principles and elements into a formal
architectural ordering system. 

Course outcomes highlight the measurable
competencies and skills that students will
develop upon completion, including the ability
to communicate individual and collaborative
creative and analytical thinking, creative
concepts and design analysis verbally, visually,
and in writing, literacy in knowledge,
processes, and presentation, and spatial
summary. thinking, coherent three-dimensional
composition, and basic knowledge of formal
architectural planning systems using
appropriate terminology.
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ASSIGNMENT  ONE

In this assignment, we examine the primary geometric
elements: point, line circle. We then explore their

abilities to create form and space. The basis of this
exercise will be the geometric composition maps that

the students create.

point, line & circle

03



COMPOSITION PLANS

Abstract Composition

Spatial Analysis 
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ABSTRACT STUDY MODELS
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Point vertical Point inclined

Line vertical Line inclined

Circle vertical Circle inclined
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SYNTHESIZED STUDY MODEL
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FIELD TRIP INSPIRATION
Sujay Shah  b. 1991, Nairobi Kenya 

SCAD B.F.A, painting, 2013

This exhibition called “The Slant of Thirsting Mouths”,
presents bold, colorful paintings that depict wild

animals in lush domestic interiors. 

I chose this painting because of the color combination 
and the different textures. The interaction between
the meaning and the visual composition of this art

piece makes this collection amazing.
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FINAL MODEL

Aerial vew

Light study

Side view
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ASSIGNMENT  TWO

This assignment examines the relationship that spaces
can have with other spaces, as well as how spaces can
be organized and the quality that can be created. The

basis of this study will be an artist as a source of
inspiration and reference. We take qualities from the
artists we choose and represent them through our

studios.

spatial organizations
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OLIVER VEGAS
photographer
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MOOD BOARD

WORD CLOUT
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MUSIC STUDY
structured light
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transformational study

expressive painting
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SPATIAL MAP
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STUDY MODELS
Grid Radial Cluster

Linear Centralized
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FINAL MODELS
Centralized

Linear

Cluster
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ASSIGNMENT  THREE

In this design project, we examine other concepts of
access, entrance, openings, and connection with the

environment. We designed a workplace for our
designer and made choices involving principles and

concepts learned from our previous exercises to
create a complete space.

environmental connection



18

PROCESS
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FINAL MODEL 
façade views

Entrance side

Back side

side views
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close-ups

FINAL MODEL 
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floor plans

FINAL MODEL 

Main level plan

Upper level plan

Main level circulation

Upper level circulation
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Sujay Shah  b. 1991, Nairobi Kenya 
SCAD B.F.A, painting, 2013

FIELD TRIP

This exhibition called “The Slant of Thirsting Mouths”, presents
bold, colorful paintings that depict wild animals in lush
domestic interiors. In this collection, fauna native to his

homeland like lions, zebras, gazelles, leopards, and wild beets,
express their feral nature in spaces adorned with hunting
trophies and Victorian-style furnishings commonly found in

luxury tourist safari lodges. I chose this painting because of the
color combination and the different textures. The interaction
between the meaning and the visual composition of this art

piece makes this collection amazing. I love the quality of the
paintbrush in this work because it represents how nature is not

perfect and hunting is not a good sport.  Also, the colors of
both animals are not the typical colors we see in them, like

purple, which could also represent the different perspectives
we have on the animals. It can relate to this exercise because

of the texture it has, and how the artist uses space. 
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ELEMENTS OF DESIGN BOOK
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CLOSURE

This course has taught me a lot. I know that with
everything that I have learned I will use it for future
classes and my future career. This course has taught
me to visualize space differently, instead of thinking

about where furniture may be, I now visualize myself in
the space. I now have the principles and elements
clear for me to apply them to future designs. This

course was taught by Professor Arpad who made this
class interesting and easygoing. This class opened my
eyes to a new perspective on how interior design and

architecture could be perceived. I will forever
remember this class and all the learning I had to

achieve my goals in my professional career. I am very
thankful for all the teachings and learnings I had to

grow as a designer.
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